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S. RES. 271

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
MARCH

Mr.

4, 1958

~L\:-oSFIELD

submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce

RESOLUTION
1

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate that the

2

Federal Communications Commission should not, without

3 llpecific authorization by law, authorize or permit any tele4 Yision broadcasting station to impose a toll, fee, subscription,
5 or other charge, directly or indirectly, on the general public
6 for the p1ivilege of viewing television programs received
7 over television sets located in the home.

F 0 R Y 0 U R I N F 0 R MA T I 0 N
I am sending you below a copy of the communication I have
sent to the Chairman and all the Members of the Federal Communications Commission, as well as to the Chairmen of the Senate and
House Interstate Commerce Committees, requesting that an investigation be made of the television situation in Montana. Please
be assured of my continued interest. Regards
MIKE MANSFIELD

********************************************************************
April 16, 1958

Honorable John C. Doerfer
C..l}airman
Federal Communicatj_ons Commission
Washingto~ 25, D. C.
Dear l1r. Chairman:
On my trip to Montana in early April, I discussed the T.V. situation
in the State with various station owners and other interested people,
It appears to me that fundamental questions are involved. They are:
Will the majority of the people continue to be given free TV from local
stations, locally owned, locally sponsored in the areas which have been
allocated by the FCC, or will programs originating in the States of Washington and Utah, delivered independently of Montana stations, be allowed to
come in, take over a portion of the TV market on a paid basis, and thereby
undermine the Montana stations, force them off the air as in the case of
Kalispell -- and maybe eventually Missoula and Helena and perhaps others?
Where does this place Montana advertisers who keep Montana stations going
and make it possible for free TV in the State? Where will the continued
concentration of outside stations into Montana leave l'Dntana with its industries, its advertising, its recreation, its payroll of Montana people
gainfully employed? Where does it leave the great majority of our people
who have purchased TV sets but who cannot afford pay TV either because of
economic distress or because of living in an isolated area remote from
out-of-State connections.
I should like to point out that Montana has an estimated 125,000 TV
sets. Of this total some 15,000 - 20,000 are on a connected and paid TV
basis with stations originating outside the State of Montana, which' contribute nothing in the way of employment for llcntana people, nothing in
the 'Way of te:xes to our counties and State, nothing in the way of Montana
advertising, and nothing in the way of l'Dntana groups entertaining or
performing for Montana people, In other words, the trend would be away
from Montana to other states for people who could afford to pay for it and
for those who could not afford to pay, their investments in their TV sets
would be lost and their right to this form of free entertainment and education taken away from them.
This is indeed a matter for investigation by the FCC and the Senate
and House Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committees, The questions and
assumptions I have raised are entitled to answers. I therefore most urgently request that you investigate the situation I have described in the
interests of saving free TV for Montana, furnishing jobs for our people,
outlets for our advertisers, continuity of stations, and taxes for our
counties and our state. I urge that you do this now before more of our TV
stations close down eo that, in the interests of Montana, the chaotic situation which is now developing can be brought to a halt and stability given
to this industry, After all, the Montana stations are operating within
the spheres laid down by the FCC, under FCC regulations, and supposedly
with some degree of protection to them for the channels the FCC allocated
to them,
With best personal wishes, I am
Sincerely yours,
/s/ MIKE MANSFIELD

~

Answe: sent to all who have written from Hontana:
THILOOORE FRANCIS GREEN, R . 1., CHAIRMAN

J. W, FULBRIGHT, ~f\K.
JOHN SPARKMAN, ALA.
HUBERT H. HUMPHREY, M INN .
MIKE MA.N5FIELO, MONT.
WAYN E MORSE, OREG.
RUSSELL B. LONG, L.A.
JOHN F. KENNEDY, MASS.

ALEXANDER W ILEY, WIS.
H , ALEXANDER SMITH, N. J.
BOURKE S . HICKENLOOP'ER, tOWA
WILLIA M LANGER, N . OAK.
W ILLIAM F. KNOWLAND, CALIF,
GEORGE D. AIKEN, VT.
H O M ER E. CAPOIART, INC,

CARL MARCY, CHIEF OF STAFF
DARRELL ST. CLAIR£, CLERK

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

This will acknowledge re ceipt of your communication which
I was deli ghted to receive.
I am enclosing a copy of Senate Resolution 271 which I introduced on 1\f arch 4th, as a result of the thousands of communications I
received protestin g 11 P aid TV. 11
At that time, I had assumed the individuals writing to me
we re protesting paid TV such as the "Zenith Proposal, 11 and Senate
Res olution 271 relates only to that problem. When I went to Montana
during th e Easter recess, it was called to my attention by the licensed
TV station operators that this was not the problem which was affecting
the areas of Butte, Helena, Kalispell, and perhaps others. As a result
of the infor m ation c alled to my attention at that time, I wrote to the C hairman of the FC:-:::: and all the m embers of the :::ommission and also to the
:::hair men of the Se nate and House Interstate and Foreign -::::ommerce
:=om mittees , I a m enclosing a copy of that communication so that you
will see what the ar guments were as presented by m e at that time, A
copy of this letter has been sent to everyone who wrote me on this question, S in ce the release of that letter to the press , I have received com muni cations fro m other areas in Mo ntana regarding cable syste m s, com munity antennas, "boosters, 11 and 11 translators. 11
It is my belief that an investi gation of this problem is necessary

to the end that all aspects of this complicated situation may be thoroughly
explored and a solution reached which will brin g stability to the industry
and the best possible TV service to the public.
It is my hope that the FCC will take an active interest in the
Montana situation, so that a square deal can be accorded to all, and in
the hope also that there will, in the future, be no other Montana TV stations
going off the air. M y desire is to see that people who have purchased TV
sets w ill be able to derive enjoyment, education and other benefits from
them, and I would assume that there will be room for all types of TV entertainment to the people of Montana.
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You may also be certain that the views expressed by you
will be brought to the attention of the Committees of Interstat e and
Foreign -:=:ommerce of the House and Senate so that a broader picture
of the TV situation can be drawn, so that all sides will be heard, and
so that the best possible solution will be reached.
You may be assured also that your views will be brought
to the attention of the Federal Communications : ommission because
it is my feeling that all parties involved in this matter should be given
every consideration, and that the case should be decided on the basis
of justice and equality.
I want to thank you for your communication and to as sure
you that I appreciate your courtesy in giving me the views expressed
therein.
With best personal wishes, I am
Sincerely yours,

Encls:

